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Ripon married, in 1814, Sarah Albinia Louise, only
daughter of Robert, fourth Earl of Buckinghamshire,
then President of the Board of Control in the Liverpool
Cabinet, and a cousin by marriage of Castlereagh.
Lady Ripon was a woman of sincere piety, in a Low
Church sense, and much force of character, and her
negative influence upon her son's upbringing was con-
siderable. The circumstance, however, that seems to
have affected her son's career most was her descent
from John Hampden. This, together with her husband's
descent from Oliver Cromwell, created a political
tradition for him which had much to do with his public
activities throughout his life.

Father as far as Ins sense of truth would permit him. You see by what
influences the stern truth of history is perverted. A lovely Viscountess
fascinates the heart; of a septuagenarian warrior, and lo 1 the horrible
crimes of a pertidious statesman are softened down into peccadilloes.**
Bruce was afterwards literary executor to Sir W. Napier,